ONEWORLD OUTLOOK
Harmony Beyond Borders: The South Asian Symphony Orchestra’s
Quest for Peace

In a world that often finds itself playing discordant notes of division, the South Asian
Symphony Orchestra is composing a melody of unity. This unique ensemble, a vibrant mix of
musicians from across the South Asian region, carries a mission that is as profound as it is
rare: to foster peace and understanding through the universal language of music. Born out of
a vision crafted by Ambassador Nirupama Menon Rao and her husband Sudhakar Rao, the
orchestra is an ode to cultural synergy and dialogue—a symphony that transcends borders
and differences.

A Symphony of Diplomacy

Having witnessed firsthand the complexities of geopolitical tensions, Ambassador Rao
envisioned music as a medium that could cut through the noise of discord, offering a bridge
for dialogue where words might falter. Along with her husband, Sudhakar Rao, this vision
blossomed into an initiative that is as ambitious as it is heartfelt.
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What makes this orchestra truly remarkable is its inclusivity. Its roster has featured musicians

from over 14 countries, including India, Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, the
Philippines, China, Singapore, and even the United States. This diverse collective performs
with the understanding that music knows no borders. Every note, every chord is a testament
to what humanity can achieve when it chooses harmony over discord.
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The Magic of the Baha'i House of Worship

| recently had the privilege of attending one of their concerts at the Auditorium of the Baha'i
House of Worship in New Delhi. Under the baton of conductor Alvin Arumugam, the orchestra
played with a zeal that was both inspiring and transformative. The venue itself—a serene
architectural marvel symbolizing oneness—added to the poignancy of the event. As the

music swelled, it felt as though the walls dissolved, leaving only an expansive sense of
interconnectedness.
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The repertoire was a blend of classical and regional compositions, weaving together a
soundscape that captured the spirit of South Asia. As violins harmonized with tablas, and
flutes blended with the resonant strings of the cello, it became evident that this was more
than a concert—it was a dialogue. In every crescendo, there was hope; in every diminuendo,
a reminder of the fragility of peace.

A Rare Vision in a Divided World

Initiatives like the South Asian Symphony Orchestra are few and far between, but they are
urgently needed in today’s fractured world. At a time when walls—both literal and
metaphorical—seem to rise faster than bridges, such efforts are beacons of hope. Music, after
all, has the power to transcend language, religion, and politics. It speaks directly to the soul,
reminding us of our shared humanity.
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In its pursuit of peace, the orchestra also nurtures young talent, fostering a new generation of
musicians who are not just skilled artists but also cultural ambassadors. The experience of
playing alongside peers from different nations exposes these individuals to the richness of
diversity, instilling in them the values of empathy and collaboration.

Beyond the Stage

The South Asian Symphony Orchestra is more than its concerts; it is a movement. Its vision
extends to creating a space where people from conflicting ideologies can find common
ground. By amplifying the stories and sounds of the region, the orchestra challenges
stereotypes and counters narratives of fear and division.
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As the final note of their New Delhi concert echoed through the auditorium, | found myself
reflecting on the transformative power of what | had just witnessed. In that moment, the
orchestra had achieved what countless summits and treaties often struggle to accomplish—it
brought people together, not through compromise, but through beauty.

A Call to Listen

In a time when the world seems increasingly divided, the South Asian Symphony Orchestra
offers a resounding answer: let us build bridges with strings, find common ground in rhythm,
and compose a future that sings of peace.
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