ONEWORLD OUTLOOK
The Recent Missile Exchanges Between Israel and Iran

The past days have seen a dramatic escalation in the long-standing hostilities
between Israel and Iran, culminating in direct missile exchanges and airstrikes that
have alarmed the world and raised fears of a broader regional conflict. Here’s a
detailed breakdown of what happened, why it matters, and what could come next.

What Triggered the Latest Escalation?

On June 12 and 13, 2025, Israel launched a major military operation—dubbed
“Operation Rising Lion”—targeting Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, missile
manufacturing sites, and top military leaders. The Israeli government stated that
the campaign aims to “degrade, destroy, and remove” what it sees as an imminent
Iranian nuclear threat.

The Israeli offensive was triggered by intelligence assessments indicating that Iran
was nearing a “point of no return” in its ability to weaponize its nuclear program.
According to Israeli officials and declassified reports, Iran’s rapid uranium
enrichment could soon enable it to produce multiple nuclear weapons.

What Did Israel Target?

* Nuclear Facilities: The primary focus was Iran’s Natanz enrichment
facility—central to its nuclear program and heavily fortified underground.
Explosions were reported there and in other locations.

* Military Leadership: Israeli strikes reportedly killed several senior Iranian
military officials, including Maj. Gen. Hossein Salami, the chief of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and other high-ranking figures.

* Missile Sites: Israel claims to have destroyed several Iranian ballistic missile
launch sites and stockpiles.

Civilian casualties were also reported, including the deaths of several children in a
residential neighborhood in Tehran.
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How Did Iran Respond?

Iran retaliated swiftly and forcefully. Within hours of the Israeli strikes, Iran
launched “Operation Severe Punishment,” firing hundreds of ballistic missiles at
Israel in several waves.

e Targets: Missiles targeted major Israeli cities, including Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv. Explosions and air raid sirens sent residents scrambling for shelter.

« Damage: Some missiles were intercepted by Israeli air defenses, but others
struck buildings in central Israel, wounding civilians and causing property
damage.

* Ongoing Attacks: Iran continued to launch additional waves of missiles into
the following day, with both sides trading further strikes.

Casualties and Impact

e Iran: Iranian sources report at least 78 dead and over 320 injured, including
high-ranking military and nuclear officials. The true extent of the damage to
nuclear facilities remains unclear due to their underground construction.

 Israel: Dozens of Israeli civilians have been wounded, with missile debris and
direct hits reported in multiple cities. The Israeli military has maintained a
state of emergency and called for citizens to remain in shelters during attacks.

Regional and International Reaction

* United States: The Trump administration, currently in office, stated that it
was not involved in the Israeli operation, though anonymous officials confirmed
Washington was informed in advance.

* International Agencies: The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
confirmed a strike on Natanz but reported no rise in radiation levels. Other
nuclear sites, such as Isfahan, Bushehr, and Fordow, were reportedly
unharmed.
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Why Now?

The timing reflects Israel’s view that Iran’s nuclear program has reached a critical
threshold. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described the situation as a
“decisive moment” for Israel’s security, warning that Iran could produce a nuclear
weapon in a matter of months.

Iran, for its part, insists its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes and
condemned the Israeli strikes as a “wicked and bloody” act, vowing further
retaliation.

What’s Next?

Both sides have signaled that the conflict may not be over. Israel has indicated its
campaign will continue until the Iranian nuclear threat is “eliminated,” while Iran
has warned of further reprisals.

The situation remains volatile, with the risk of further escalation and potential
involvement of regional and global powers. The coming days will likely be critical in
determining whether the confrontation expands or if diplomatic efforts can halt the
spiral of violence.

Key Takeaways

* Israel launched a major air campaign targeting Iran’s nuclear and military
infrastructure, killing top commanders.

 Iran responded with waves of ballistic missile attacks on Israeli cities, causing
injuries and property damage.

* Both nations remain on high alert, with the possibility of further strikes and a
broader conflict looming.

This confrontation marks one of the most direct and dangerous exchanges between

the two rivals in recent history, with significant implications for regional stability and
global security.
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