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As the 2024 election looms, Republicans are struggling to navigate the political minefield of
abortion. While the party holds the upper hand on issues like the economy, immigration, and
national security, reproductive rights remain a significant liability. In recent weeks, this
problem has become more evident, as GOP candidates across the country have been forced
to contort their positions on abortion, alienating both moderates and hardline conservatives
in the process.

Republicans, led by Donald Trump, find themselves in an uncomfortable position. Trump is
eager to take credit for the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade, a historic moment
for the conservative movement, but the consequences of that decision have been politically
disastrous. Women, particularly younger voters, remain deeply concerned about the erosion
of reproductive rights, and polls show that the GOP’s stance on abortion is costing them
crucial support.

The dilemma has become clear in a series of recent debates. In Texas, Sen. Ted Cruz dodged
questions about whether he supports allowing abortions in cases of incest or rape. In
Pennsylvania, Republican Senate candidate Dave McCormick fumbled through a vague
answer, calling abortion a “state’s rights issue,” while also claiming to support exceptions in
certain cases but stopping short of endorsing a national ban. Meanwhile, in New Hampshire,
former Sen. Kelly Ayotte faced renewed scrutiny over her past votes to restrict abortion
access. These debates underscore the fact that abortion is an issue Republicans can’t
escape, and their contortions are proving unconvincing to many voters.

Even Trump himself seems caught in a bind. In a recent Fox News town hall, he both
defended his role in overturning Roe and touted his support for in vitro fertilization (IVF), an
attempt to appeal to women by aligning with reproductive technology. But Trump’s attempt
to shift the narrative didn’t land as intended. His awkward remark that he was the “father of
IVF” was met with ridicule, and Vice President Kamala Harris quickly countered with an ad
blasting Trump for his role in rolling back women’s rights. Trump’s equivocation on abortion
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restrictions, describing some state-level laws as “too tough” while trying to distance himself
from a national ban, has only fueled further confusion.

The GOP’s abortion problem isn’t just about Trump. It’s a party-wide dilemma. The National
Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC) has urged candidates to distance themselves from
extreme anti-abortion stances, advising them to focus on supporting policies that help
pregnant women and to emphasize exceptions in cases of rape, incest, or to save the
mother’s life. This advice reflects the broader realization that Republicans cannot win the
abortion debate outright. They are constantly on the defensive, as Michigan-based GOP
strategist Jason Roe pointed out, saying, “It is not an issue that we can be on offense on.”
Democrats, on the other hand, have made abortion a central focus of their campaigns,
knowing it’s a potent rallying cry, especially for women.

This tension within the Republican Party is palpable. On one side, candidates are trying to
appease a conservative base that demands a firm anti-abortion stance. On the other, they
must contend with the fact that a majority of Americans—and an overwhelming majority of
women—oppose the draconian abortion restrictions that have proliferated since the fall of
Roe. Sen. JD Vance, Trump’s running mate, acknowledged the party’s trust deficit on the
issue, stating in a recent debate that Republicans need to “do a much better job” of earning
back women’s confidence on reproductive rights.

Republican strategists recognize that abortion could sink their chances in swing states. In
states like Nevada and Arizona, ballot measures to protect abortion access are likely to drive
Democratic turnout, further threatening GOP candidates. In these battlegrounds, abortion
could be the issue that tips the scales, with young and first-time voters especially energized
by the fight to protect reproductive rights.

To counter this, some Republicans have pivoted to messaging on pocketbook issues and
immigration, hoping these concerns will overshadow abortion. Yet, the shadow of abortion
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looms large, and the GOP’s internal contradictions on the issue continue to be exposed. In
some House races, Republicans have even taken the unorthodox step of branding
themselves as “pro-choice” in an attempt to soften their image on the issue. But these
maneuvers risk alienating both conservative voters and the moderates they are attempting
to woo.

The Republican Party’s abortion problem is not going away. As more states implement strict
abortion bans in the wake of Roe’s demise, the GOP faces an uphill battle convincing
voters—particularly women—that they can be trusted to protect reproductive rights. No
amount of talk about IVF or state sovereignty is likely to change that. Instead, the GOP is left
trying to walk a tightrope, and the risk of falling off is high. As Barrett Marson, an Arizona-
based GOP strategist, aptly put it, “When Republicans are talking about abortion, they are
playing on the Democrats’ field.”

For Republicans, abortion is the issue that keeps coming back to haunt them. No matter how
hard they try to shift the focus to other topics, it remains a decisive factor that could shape
the outcome of the 2024 election. And unless the GOP can reconcile its conflicting positions,
it may be the issue that ultimately defines their defeat.


