ONEWORLD OUTLOOK
Not Instant Peace, But Progress: The Real Win of the Trump-Putin
Summit

The Trump-Putin summit in Alaska on August 15, 2025, may not have produced a ceasefire or
dramatic breakthrough, but to dismiss the meeting as inconsequential is to miss the
point—and the gravity—of what just unfolded on the world stage.

A Summit That Was More Than Optics

Both leaders, President Donald Trump and President Vladimir Putin, emerged from an almost
three-hour dialogue with praise for a “constructive” and “mutually respectful” exchange,
though both were careful to specify that “there’s no deal until there’s a deal”. Notably, during
their closing remarks, Putin extended a formal invitation to Trump to come to Moscow for
further talks. The obvious headline is that there was no truce, no commitment to halt Russia’s
war in Ukraine. But headline-chasing obscures the diplomatic reality: major conflicts of this
scale, depth, and trauma are not solved in the span of a single handshake or one marathon
negotiating session.

What the Meeting Achieved

= Restoration of High-Level Dialogue: After years of frosty silence following Russia’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine, the spectacle of a U.S. president sitting across from Putin, with a
“Pursuing Peace” banner towering behind, marks a recalibration of international
engagement. For Putin, shunned by much of the West, this is a symbolic win—an
invitation back into direct dialogue with global power brokers.

= Signals to the World—And Each Other: Trump’s willingness to sit down without Ukrainian
or European leaders present has been controversial, but it signals to Moscow that the
U.S. is serious about searching for an off-ramp—even if it comes with tough, transactional
warnings. For Americans, it reaffirms Trump’s belief in dialogue over isolation, his gamble
that direct engagement works better than punitive detachment.

= Open Door for Next Steps: Both sides floated the prospect of further
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negotiations—possibly in Moscow—suggesting that this Alaska summit is the opening
chapter, not the conclusion, of a renewed diplomatic push.

Why One Meeting Was Never Going to Be
Enough

The war in Ukraine is the most lethal European conflict in 80 years, entangled with issues of
national identity, regional security, and great-power rivalry. The stakes could hardly be
higher: territorial integrity for Ukraine, NATO's credibility, Russia’s post-Cold War ambitions,
and the security architecture of Europe itself. Quick fixes are not just unlikely—they are
delusional.

Both Trump and Putin, in their own styles, acknowledged the scale and complexity,
emphasizing “progress” but sidestepping specifics. As one expert observed, Putin’s
intransigence was on full display—there were “no real concessions,” but the willingness to
talk keeps alive the possibility of peaceful resolution down the line.

The Real Accomplishment

It is easy—and often popular—to lampoon diplomacy that doesn’t yield immediate results.
Yet the historical record is clear: The first meeting rarely concludes the deal. It sets the tone,
builds the channels, and adjusts expectations. A conflict of this magnitude is only bridged, if
at all, through a sequence of rigorous, high-stakes engagements.

To belittle the Alaska summit is to misunderstand diplomacy’s arduous rhythm. By simply

convening—and refusing to walk away—the leaders have kept the window open for a
process, however slow or fragile, that is the only viable alternative to perpetual war.
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As Trump put it: “There’s no deal until there’s a deal.” But there’s no deal at all unless you
start talking.
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