ONEWORLD OUTLOOK
Washington’s Shutdown Leaves America’s Farmers in the Lurch

Across America’s heartland, farmers are facing a storm that no weather radar can predict —
a man-made crisis emanating not from the skies, but from Washington. The federal
government shutdown has ground vital agricultural functions to a halt, leaving producers
without access to loans, market data, or long-promised aid programs.

For many family farmers, this couldn’t come at a worse time. They’ve already been juggling
high fertilizer prices, costly equipment, and lingering uncertainty over global trade. Now, with
key agencies shuttered, they’re being asked to operate in the dark — without the financial
support or market intelligence they depend on to plan the next planting season.

“Every day the government stays closed, the anxiety grows,” said Russell Williams, a corn
and wheat farmer from Texas. “We still have to pay bills, we still have to pay off loans — but
the safety net we rely on is gone. There’s a real risk some farms won’t make it through this
year.”

When Markets Go Silent

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s monthly reports — the kind that guide farmers’
marketing and planting decisions — have been suspended. Without them, producers like
Nebraska’s Andy Jobman are left guessing about supply, demand, and pricing. “You can’t
manage what you can’'t measure,” he said. “We're flying blind.”

Meanwhile, in lowa, Corn Growers Association President Stu Swanson says the closure of local
USDA Farm Service Agency offices has stalled loan processing and delayed critical
conservation payments. Those programs aren’t luxuries — they’re lifelines. “I was counting
on that payment in October,” Swanson explained. “It's part of my cash flow plan. Now, to
cover expenses, | have to borrow from the bank at higher interest rates.”
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Aid Promised, Then Paused

The administration had prepared new financial relief for farmers — a package drawn from
USDA reserves and tariff revenues — but those plans are now frozen. Agriculture Secretary
Brooke Rollins confirmed that the shutdown has delayed the rollout of the funds. What was
meant to be a bridge for struggling producers has instead become another roadblock.

“It's just disappointment,” Swanson said. “We send people to Washington to work for us, not
to shut the government down and leave us stranded.”

Politics Over Plows

Officials have traded blame, but finger-pointing doesn't fill silos or pay land leases. The USDA
has accused lawmakers of holding up more than $4 billion in aid. Yet even some within the
president’s own party are uneasy about the impact of prolonged inaction.

“There’s a great deal of stress out there,” warned Senator Chuck Grassley of lowa, citing low
grain prices and escalating costs. “Some banks are even telling farmers to sell land.”

Grassley and others have sought direct talks with the president to push for action, but their
efforts — like so much else in Washington — are on hold.

The Human Cost of a Political Stalemate

Farmers are used to uncertainty. They live at the mercy of rain clouds, global markets, and
the seasons themselves. But what they can't plan for is political paralysis. Every day the
shutdown continues, more producers risk falling behind — or falling out altogether.
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As one farmer put it, “We’re just trying to figure out, ‘What am | going to do?"”
The longer Washington keeps the government closed, the harder that question becomes to

answer. And for the people who feed America, the silence from their own government may be
the most bitter harvest of all.
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