ONEWORLD OUTLOOK
Why the U.S. Must Act to Dismantle Iran’s Fordow Nuclear Facility

In the shadow of Iran’s Alvand Mountain, near the city of Qom, lies a facility that has quietly
become the fulcrum of global nuclear anxiety. The Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant—heavily
fortified, deeply buried, and shrouded in secrecy—is widely believed by intelligence agencies
to be at the center of Iran’s covert nuclear weapons effort.

What sets Fordow apart from other Iranian nuclear installations is not just its location but its
near-impenetrability. Located beneath nearly 80 meters of rock and reinforced concrete, it
was built to withstand conventional airstrikes. The centrifuges it houses—specifically the
advanced IR-6 models—can enrich uranium at a rapid pace, putting Iran within striking
distance of producing weapons-grade material.

This raises a question that the international community can no longer afford to ignore: If
Fordow is the heart of Iran’s nuclear ambition, who has the ability—and the resolve—to stop
it?

Fordow’s Rise to Infamy

First exposed by Western intelligence in 2009 after years of concealment, Fordow has since
become a symbol of Iran’s nuclear defiance. Despite being declared a civilian facility under
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), it continues to enrich uranium to levels just
shy of what is required for a nuclear weapon.

Israel, which has historically taken preemptive action against such threats—as seen in the
1981 strike on Iraq’s Osirak reactor—has admitted that it lacks the means to neutralize
Fordow. “We may be able to strike Natanz,” said Israeli Ambassador Yechiel Leiter, “but we
cannot reach Fordow without American support.”
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The Tools—and the Target

Only the United States possesses the capability to destroy Fordow. Central to this is the
GBU-57A/B Massive Ordnance Penetrator (MOP), a 30,000-pound bomb specifically
engineered to obliterate deep underground bunkers. Delivered by the stealthy B-2 Spirit
bomber, the MOP is capable of punching through 60 feet of reinforced concrete or hundreds
of feet of rocky terrain.

A potential operation would involve stealth aircraft, electronic warfare to suppress Iranian air
defenses, and a coordinated wave of precision strikes. Most critically, any successful strike
would require verifiable proof—via intelligence, satellite imagery, or seismic data—that
Fordow has been rendered permanently inoperable.

The IAEA’s Grim Warning

In early 2024, Rafael Grossi, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), revealed that Iran had accumulated enough uranium enriched to 60% to construct
multiple nuclear weapons. “We do not have the transparency we need,” Grossi warned,
noting that full verification of Iran’s peaceful intent remains elusive.

This is not an isolated concern. Since 2018, evidence—including a trove of documents seized
by Mossad—has pointed to the existence of a secret Iranian weapons program, known

internally as “Project Amad.” These documents suggest that Iran at one point planned to
produce at least five nuclear weapons.

Strategic Patience—or Strategic Miscalculation?

Opponents of military intervention argue that a strike could escalate into regional conflict or
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further destabilize oil markets. Yet, allowing Iran to possess nuclear weapons would pose an
even greater long-term threat—not just to Israel or U.S. allies in the Middle East, but to the
global non-proliferation regime.

If Iran crosses the nuclear threshold, other nations—particularly Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Egypt—may feel compelled to pursue nuclear weapons of their own, triggering a domino
effect that could redraw the geopolitical landscape of the region for generations.

The Osirak Precedent

When Israel bombed Iraq’s Osirak reactor in 1981, global leaders denounced the operation as
reckless. But history later vindicated the decision as Saddam Hussein’s ambitions for a
nuclear arsenal became clear during the Gulf War. The lesson? Sometimes preemptive
action, though controversial, is necessary to forestall a greater catastrophe.

Today, the United States finds itself in a similar position. The intelligence is clear. The means
are available. The window of opportunity is rapidly closing.

A Moment of Decision

Time is not on the side of diplomacy alone. With every passing month, Iran’s nuclear
capabilities advance. Its rhetoric grows bolder. Its concealment tactics more sophisticated. If
Fordow continues to operate unchecked, the cost of inaction may soon dwarf the risks of
intervention.

As former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger once said, “Deterrence requires the will to act,

not just the threat to do so.” The question now is whether the United States is willing to
match its words with deeds.
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Fordow is not simply a nuclear facility—it is a concrete symbol of Iran’s defiance, built to
withstand everything but resolve. The United States stands alone in its ability to neutralize
this threat. The mission, should it be undertaken, must be swift, decisive, and verifiable.

The mountain may hide the bomb, but the world cannot hide from the consequences of
inaction.

The time to act is now.
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